
District IV Commissioner Romney Rogers  
 

Fall is in the air! It’s still Hurricane Season through Nov. 30, so please make sure you have 
enough emergency supplies on hand to last for at least three days (72 hours).  
 
City Budget – We adopted the FY 2017 City Budget at the second hearing on Sept. 12. 
There will be no increase to our current millage rate of 4.1193 per $1,000 of taxable value 

for FY 2017, which began on Oct. 1. This marks the 10th consecutive year that Fort 
Lauderdale has maintained the same millage rate. The City Budget page is at 
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/budget-cip-and-grants-
division/annual-budgets. 
Speaking of the budget, our Budget Division has earned the Distinguished Budget 

Presentation Award from the Government Finance Officers Association. This award is the highest form of recognition 
in governmental budgeting and recognizes adherence to stringent principles and best practices to create a quality 

budget, while ensuring sound management of our financial resources. 
 

Congratulations to the Colee Hammock Neighborhood on its 100th Birthday (1916 – 2016) and to the Downtown 
Fort Lauderdale Transportation Management Association (TMA) on its 25th Anniversary! 
 
King Tides – King Tides are expected to occur Oct. 14 - 21 and again in November and December. They have the 

potential to impact our neighbors and our ability to provide City services. Remember to avoid driving through flood 
waters and call 954-828-8000 to report any flooding or clogged storm drains you encounter.  
 
SE 17th Street Mobility Plan – In addition to the two public workshops (Nov. 9, 2015 and April 25, 2016) 
convened by the City’s Transportation and Mobility Department, I brought stakeholders together in small-group 
meetings on April 25 and Sept. 12 of this year to continue discussions on potential options for and solutions to the 
sometimes lengthy backups on the Causeway. The next public workshop on the SE 17th Street Mobility Plan will be 
held in mid-November, so please watch for the announcement. 
 
Half-penny Sales Surtax on Nov. 8 Ballot – Florida law authorizes local governments to impose various types of 
local option surtaxes. As part of an agreement with Broward County and other municipalities, the Commission has 
supported putting two of these discretionary taxes on the November ballot, the Charter County and Regional 

Transportation System Surtax (1/2 cent) and the Local Government Infrastructure Surtax (1/2 cent). The website, 
http://www.APennyAtWork.com, provides details and the ballot language. See, also, 
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/budget-cip-and-grants-division/penny-at-work-
infrastructure-plan. 
 
Update on South Side School – I am pleased to report that some of the missing Dade County pine flooring 
salvaged from the school about 10 years ago has been found and is still useable. After the wood is remilled, this 
original flooring will be used in the renovation, most likely at the front entryway to the school.  
 
Telephone Town Hall Meetings (TTHMs) – My TTHM is set for Thursday, Oct. 13. For the link to previously 
recorded TTHMs, see http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/public-affairs-
office/telephone-town-hall-meetings. All calls take place from 7 - 8 PM. The dial-in number is 1-888-410-3427. 
 
The Zika Virus – The City is working with the Florida Department of Health, Broward County, and other agencies to 
support mosquito control, education, and prevention efforts related to Zika. The health and well-being of our 
neighbors and visitors is our top priority, and we are committed to providing the most accurate, current information 
available. See http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/public-affairs-office/zika-virus. 

 
Volunteers Needed! The Broward Maritime Museum, which has space in the historic Bryan Home located at 303 

SW 3 Avenue, needs volunteers to help design and build exhibits. Please contact Bill Raymond at 954-608-1713, 
billraymond10@yahoo.com, or Judy Summers at 954-463-2683, judysky2@hotmail.com, to lend a hand.  
 
Save The Dates! 
 
Mayor’s State of the City Address – Thursday, Oct. 27, with Advisory Board Reception at 5:30 PM, A1A Ribbon-cutting 
at 6:30 PM, State of the City Address at 7 PM; Birch State Park, 3109 E Sunrise Blvd. To RSVP, please call 954-828-4750. 
 
Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show – Thursday, Nov. 3 – Monday, Nov. 7. See http://www.flibs.com.  
 
Light Up Lauderdale – Thursday, Nov. 17, 6 PM; Esplanade Park  
 
6th Annual Turkey Trot – Thursday, Nov. 24, 7:30 AM; DC Alexander Park, 501 Seabreeze Blvd. To register, go to 
http://turkeytrotftl.com.  
 
Christmas on Las Olas – Tuesday, Nov. 29, 5 – 10 PM; E Las Olas Blvd. between SE 6th and SE 11th avenues. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 My City Hall Office Hours are Mondays from 4 - 5:30 PM and Tuesdays from 9 AM - Noon (in non-Commission weeks). 

To schedule a meeting or sign up to receive this newsletter and other information about what’s going on in the City, 
contact MJ Matthews at 954-828-5028 or mmatthews@fortlauderdale.gov. 
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